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Noble’s Corner

For over 70 years Nobles was a Brentwood landmark. In 2001, it fell victim to the
bulldozer and was razed to make way for a Walgreens Drug Store.

Ironically enough, Nobles began as a drug store. In 1929, Dr. Albert H. Noble came to
Brentwood and bought five acres on the corner of Old Hickory Boulevard and Franklin Road.
There he built Brentwood'’s first drug store. He was a registered pharmacist.

A newspaper article announcing the opening of the pharmacy described it as being just
south of the Interurban property. The Interurban refers to the commuter train that ran
between Franklin and Nashville for over 40 years. The transfer station was on the corner of
Franklin Road and Old Hickory Boulevard. The name of the pharmacy was Brentwood Heights
Pharmacy.

The newspaper article went on to describe the building as simulating an English cottage
with flowers and shrubs being planted round it.

A couple of months later the same newspaper ran an article announcing the opening of
the pharmacy. By this time the name had been changed to just Nobles. The interior was
described as being finished in apple green with refreshment tables and their accompanying
chairs in the same color. There was also a filling station run in connection with the drug store.

Nobles remained a drug store until 1947 when Glenn Noble, the son of DR. Albert H.
Noble, opened a restaurant there. It remained a restaurant for many years, sometimes elegant
and sometimes not so elegant. It was owned by several owners during the years, being in and
out of Noble hands a few times too.

A motel called Travelers Rest was added next door to the restaurant in 1954, It was
operated by Eugenia Noble Delboy and her brother Alex Noble, children of Glenn Noble.

Nobles was altered and expanded through the years to accommodate its various uses.
Its last use before demolition was as home to an ERA Realty Company office.

The property next to Nobles and Travelers Rest was owned by Glenn Noble’s sister, Jean
Noble Frank. She built there a building that served as the Brentwood Post Office for many
years. Adjacent to the Post Office was a strip shopping center that housed Brentwood’s first
branch bank.



Feview Appeal December iz, 192

Mr. J. W. Ferrall who for a number of years conducted a blacksmith shop on
the corner of Granny White Fike and Erentwood Lane has recently rented the
Formosa blacksmith shop at Erentwood. Mr. Ferrall and his family have
moved into Mr. Willis Thaxton's house.

Review Appeal May 9, 1929
Brentwood is to have a dirug store. It will be lecated at the

junction of the Jackson Highway and Erentwood Lane, just south of the
Interurban property and will be styled The Brentwood Heights Fharmacy. Mr.

@A. H. Noble is the owner, and Mr. Marion Oden will asspciate with him in
the business. Mr. Noble has had many years experience as a proprietor of
a drug store and as a prescribting pharmacist. HMr. Oden who comes from a

family of doctors and druggists has been in the drug business for 10
vears.

The drug store building will simulate an English cottage and
tlowers and shrubs will be planted arcund it.

America is learning that beauty and business are not
antagonistic.

EBrentwood’s drug store opened for business this week. Mr. 4. H.
Noble and Mr. Marion Oden will be associated in the enterprise, which will
be known simply as Nohle‘s. The store is very attractive both imside and
out. The interior is finished in apple green and there are refreshment
tables and their accompanying chairs of the same color. Mr. Noble has had
a long experience as a pharmacist and Mr. Oden has been in the drug
business for a number of years. A fine radio ic one of the attractions of
the place. A filling station will be runm in connection with the staore.

Review Appeal Aug. 15, 1929

Mrs. Susie Guthrie Robinson died August &, at 12 o’'clock p. m.
at the home of her son Daniel G. Rabinson at Shreveport, Louisiana in her
70th year. Mrs. Robinson was the youngest of a large family of Mr. and
Mrs. John Guthrie. She was born at the old Guthrie home on the Wilsan
Fike now occupied by her sister Mrs. Quinn and her sweet and agentle life
has been lived with slight exception almost in sight of her birthplace.
In childhood she joined Brentwood Methodist Church and has ever been a
faithful loving member of that church. She was the organist for Sunday
School and Church in her girlheod and for years afterwards. As an oclder
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Brentwood

BRENTWOOD WAS A FORT
CALLED MAYFIELD STATION

exploded. One of the fastest growing areas in the county, Brentwood is

right on the county line between Williamson and Davidson Counties.
For years a community of magnificent homes and illustrious nammes, it now
includes modern shopping centers, top-flight restaurants, speciality shops,
expanding office complexes, and a forward-thinking city government.
Brentwood has grown by leaps and bounds, but some businesses which have
been a part of Brentwood for several generations continue to serve the com-
munity. One such business is Huff's Grocery, which started in 1949 on
Hardscuffle Road, and today is housed in amodern structure just across the
street. Noble's started in 1929 as a drugstore on Franklin Road and became
a restaurant in 1947. Even though the ownership changed, the Nobles
retained ownership until 1985, when it became Boston's. However the
Noble farnily still owns Travelers Rest Motel, next door to the restaurant.

The community probably took its name from the home of an early set-
tler Horace McNish who lived in the area from 1827 until 1850. McNish
had ancestral homes in Virginia called Woodstock and Brenton, and his
mother was a descendent of a Virginia famnily named Brent.

The first white settlers in Brentwood were the Mayfields, coming to the
area around 1780, and settling on what is now Old Smyrna Road and
Wilson Pike. They built a fort for their family and neighbors. Other early
settlers include the Sneed, Edmondson, Moore, Hunt, Crockett, Holt,
Herbert, Frost, Hadley, and McGavock families. The Frost family came to

3
POPULATION IN BRENTWOOD, since the m‘id-l%Os, has literally
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Noblel Corner; a famouws Brentvood restaurant

NOBLE'S CORNER
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This 5 acres on the corner of Old Hickory Boulevard and
Franklin Road was bought by A. H. Noble in 1929. A regis-
tered pharmacist, he operated a drug store here for nearly 20
years when the pharmacy was converted to a restaurant by
Albert’s son Glenn Noble and his wife Iva Lee. The restaurant
continued under various managements until 1989, The motel,
also built and operated by the Noble family, opened in 1954.
Jean Noble Frank built a building on the property that was
used for 26 years as Brentwood's post office.

BRENTWOOD HERITAGE AWARD
*Locarion: Corner of Old Hickory Boulevard
and U.S. Highway 31, Brentwoad

Historical Markers of Williamaon County




Granny White and Her Pumpkins
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Brentwood’s Noble Family
Have Been Noble Citizens

Thc Noble family has indeed been a “noble” family of Brentwood.
Patriarch Glenn was into preservation before Franklin made it
fashionable. Years ago, he wrested two of Brentwood’s most historic
structures from decay and made them handsomely habitable — the Paul
Harmon House and Crockett Springs.

In 1929, Glenn’s father, Albert Noble, bought five acres on the
corner of Old Hickory Boulevard (then Brentwood Lane) and Franklin
Pike (then Jackson Highway) and opened a drug store there. in May of
that year, the following article appeared in a local newspaper:

“Brentwood is to have a drug store. It will be located at the
junction of Jackson Highway and Brentwood Lane, just
south of the Interurban property and will be called the
Brentwood Heights Pharmacy. Mr. A. H. Noble is the
owner, and Mr. Marion Oden will associate with him in the
business. Mr. Noble has had many years experience as a
proprietor of a drug store and as a prescribing pharmacist.
Mr. Oden, who comes from a family of doctors and
druggists, has been in the drug business for 10 years.

“The drug store building will simulate an English cotfage
and flowers and shrubs will be planted around it.

“America is learning that beauty and business are not
antagonistic.”

A couple of months later this follow-up appeared:

“Brentwood's drug store opened for business this week.
Mr. A. H. Noble and Mr. Marion Oden will be associated in



Granny White and Her Pumpkins

the enterprise, which will be known simply as Noble's, The
store is very attractive both inside and out. The interior is
finished in apple green, and there are refreshment tables
and their accompanying chairs of the same color. Mr.
Noble has had a iong experience as a pharmacist and Mr.
Oden has been in the drug business for a number of years.
A fine radio is one of the attractions of the place. A filling
station will be run in connection with the store.”

Noble's remained a drug store until 1947 when Glenn opened a
restaurant there. It was a restaurant (and some time very elegant) for
many years and was in and out of Noble hands, A motel was added next
door in 1954 and is still in the Noble family, under the management of
Eugenia Noble Delboy.

Noble’s was the long-time scene of a daily breakfast round table
frequented by everyone who was anyone in Brentwood. Gossip was that
most political decisions were made there and later rubber stamped by
City Hall.

Noble’s has been altered and expanded through the years to
accommodate its various uses, but jt remains a Brentwood landmark and
institution and today is home to ERA Realty Company.

Maybe Alex should re-convene the Breakfast Club to deal with local
partisan politics.



Historic Businesses Still in Existence

Twenty-five years ago, businesses in Brentwood were few in number. Those
among them still surviving number only seven: Noble's Restaurant, Traveler’s
Rest Motel, Pewitt's Service Station, Huff's Market, Barbara's House of Beauty
(now known as The Hair Studio), Brentwood Barber Shop, and Star Market.

Noble’s Restaurant. — The oldest Brentwood business still in existence is
Noble’s. In 1929, A. H. (Albert) Noble purchased approximately five acres on the
corner of Franklin Road and Old Hickory Boulevard for the “enormous’ sum of
$5,000.00. A registered pharmacist, Noble opened a drug store on the site. Marion
Oden, also a registered pharma?:ist, assisted him in the business.

Noble’s remained a drug store until 1947, when Glenn Noble and his wife opened
a restaurant in the building. In 1949, the Nobles sold the restaurant but retained
ownership of the building. For many years, Noble’s was the only restaurant in

Brentwood. The restaurant has subsequently been owned and operated by several
persons.

Traveler's Rest — Traveler's Rest Motel was built adjacent to Noble's
Restaurant by Glenn Noble in 1953. For over 30 years, the Noble family has
managed the motel as a lodging place for families and business people. No other

landmarks in Brentwoed are as identifiable to newcomers as are these two time-
honored businesses.

Peuntt’s Exxon. — In 1938, Emery Pewitt and his brother Luther opened a garage
and service station on Franklin Road where The Odyssey Salon is now located.

128



o ]
Uitk

et e i

[ o

Noble’s in 1941.

Traveler’s Rest Motel has been in operation continuously since 1953.

135



il

The interior of Noble’s Pharmacy (upper). Noble’s began operation as a restaurant in 1948
(lower left). A. H. Noble, founder of Noble’s Pharmacy (lower right).
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Noble witnesses changes throug

By Lucretia Lawrence
BRENTWOOD JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Glenn Noble may e re-

tired, but he still makes #t over,

10 his Travelers Rest [nn and
Nobles Restsurani almost

everyday,

Noble “officially” retired
about 10 years ago, bul he
540 comes in to help ke
care of day-to-day tax work.

The restaurant, started by
his {ather, Abert Noble, in
1947, ks the oldest business
in Brentwood.

My father bult a2 drug
store where the restaurant is
now in 1929 Noble said.
“‘He ndded the resaurani
aboutl 20 years later,

“When daddy finished up
the drug store, they were just
finishing up Frankkn Road —
it was gravel before then’

Nobel worked a1 the soda
fountain [n his fathers swore
when he was 17 years old
and married in 1934 at age
29 .

“J buih the moiel in 1953,

2
3
&
2
.
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Palm’s, © he said. ‘A San-
dard filkng station was down
the road and » couple of
grocery stores,

"The methodist church
was where First Tennessee
Bank ks now’

Noble nol only buitt his
motel, but alko buik Brenl-
wood's first post office.

"The post office was here
then, oo he sald, it was
where the carport i now be-
tween the motel and the
restaurant”

Noble said hes never
cared much for the resiaur-
anl business,

‘My wife and | ran that
restauran| for about a year
and a half and decided that
there must be something bet-
ler for us to do with our time.”
he sald laughing. “Tve sold
that place at least & deeen
times 1 know,

‘It just always seems io
have this way of coming back
to us,

‘On two occasions, [ve
had people come over here
lo the motel, hand me the
key and say that they just
can't handle il any more”

Nobie sald you really have
16 love the restawrani busi-
ness 1o make one a suctess,

“Were just not restaurant
people] he sald. "And you
have to love it to put the time
in that you need to,

“Now, I've always enjoyed
lhe motel. s a nice clean
business.

‘Back in the
1930s, Mason
Houghland
made the Spur
Qil deal right
over one of
those restatr-
ant tables.’

— Glenn
Noble

“Ybu get to meet pecple
from al over the world.
We've had folis In here from
Jupan, Germany, England,
Ausraba and Canada’

Noble said he named the
motel after the historic home
on Frankin Road.

‘Back then k wasnt an
histoeic home,” he said, T just
thought i would be a nice
name for a motel

“The resaurant has always
been sort of a meeting place
lor businessmen.

“Back in the 1930s, Mas-
on Houghland made the
Spur Ol deal right over one
of those restauranl mbles. |
quess breakdast has always
been our busiest time.

Noble said his motel cus-
tomers have changed a lot
through the years.

“Qur business now is
mostly commercial since
Brenmwood became a place
for office parks.” he said. “For
a bong time, we were the
only mote! in this area.

*But then eame Hampton
Inn. Steeplechase and the
Marrioti, and there's mh of
the Holiday Inn and the Hil-
ton coming, loo.

*Bul we're very accessible.
and our rales are cheaper.
We hope well be able to our
heads above waler,

Pictured above ls No-
bles Restourant In its
early days, and at right
is Nobles today.

h the yea

boom e s dE g o B—




FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of ($5,000.00) Pive Thousand Dollars,

. pldadtobepaldby i, H, Hoble Jr. + 18 follows: § 1500, 00
in cash, the receipt ol_wﬁlch is bereby scknowledged, and 3500.00 by thrae note 5 made by
=, H.-qu}a Jr. which note 8BTS us follows:

DEED

each for §1166.67, of even date herawith payable to the order of krs., Carollne
Thompson Caldwall, due respeciively in 1, 2, and 3 yeare from date, with intersst,
from date at 6% per mnnum, paysble annuslly. A lien is ndareby retained on tne within
desoribed property until all notes and intervet ia pala in fu.l.

and 1o secore and make ﬁemin the payment of which, or deferred payment® , a lien is hereby expressly reserved and retained on the land
Hereinaller described, and -hereby conveyed, unlil the whole (principal and interest) is paid,

I, ¥rs. Caroline Thompson Caldwell,

bave bargained and mld_,.u?d do hereby tranafer and coovey unto A. H. YNoble, Jr.

o the following-described land {e Civil District No, ' 15
Williamson Connly, 3.111_5 of Tennessee:

Bounded generally on the west by the Franklin Interurban right of way, on the narth
by the lane leeding from the Frankliy road Lo the Granny White Pike, on the enst
by the Franklip Road, and on the South b, the Charlle Howell property, and containing
five and ons-éﬁarter (543 aores more or leas, and being part of the property conveyed
to me by deed‘9f H. H. Hugh;a and wifé. of record in Dead Book 58, page 205, H, 0. W.C,
Will Dake Caldwell, husband of Caroline Thompson Caldwell, aigna'thiu deed for tha
purpose of releasing snd relinquishing any rights he may have by virtus of nis maritel
relation. i
And I, H. Ha Hﬁghea being the lawful owner and holder of certain notee, being lien
ratained in deed from H. H. Hughes to Caroline Thompson Czldwell, as of record in
Book 58, paga 205, R. 0. W, C, Tennesses, do hereby join in this conveyance for the
purpesea of re;eauing seid lien on the property herein conveyed, but no furthsr
6r otherwime, >

. AT
The entire dept acurcd herein having been paid in full 1o 72 Rba iawlul owner. and
holder_ thereof, 12 bareby rele

ase the licn on tha within described propern(r. to sesure
of mid debte o . /g 2= W
~ e 193 (k. ,zizé:i;f:;zﬂzzéa

TO HAVE AND ‘1O HOLD the said lands, with {he improvements and sppurtensnces Lhereunlo belonging, to Lhe aaid
A. H, Noble, Jr. his

helrs and sasigmy, forever.
Aod 1 cpvenaol with the said h. H. Noble Jr.

that I am lawfully seized of said land, have a good right Lo convey it, and thal it Is unencumbered.
Exgept for taxes for Lhe year 1929, which the grantor hereof esgrees to pay,
e 4
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Small businesses sig

To the Editor:

Upon opening the front page of
the Williamson AM. this morning
and reading the headlines “Wal-
greens to replace Brentwood
motel” 1 cried. I surprised myself
at my reaction, and after reading
the article that said a Walgreens
will replace not only the motel, but
the ERA Realtors office, the old gas
station and the B&C Hardware,
Store, I started to get angry. How
can this happen! This is a major
cornerstone of our wonderful city.

I'll never forget the first time my
family made that turn off Old Hick-
ory onto Franklin Road 15 years ago.
My husband had applied for a posi-
tion with Vanderbilt Hospital and

Opinions and views of our readers

we were on vacation and thought
we would take a look at the Greater
Nashville residential areas. All it
took was a drive south on Franklin
Road and I knew our family would
be happy here if we were to be so
lucky to come to Nashwille.

It wasn't just the beautiful and
awe-inspiring hills and trees that
enticed me. (And they certainly
did, and still do.) It was the street
scene, the friendly little businesses,
obviously-built by families and local
people over the decades, the sig-
nage. It all pulled together to create
the feel of a cozy, restful little vil-
lage, full of townspeople who had
character, high standards of living,
and pride in their community.

naled town’s character

And we weren't disappointed.
Fifteen years have flown by and
our family has been blessed to have
resided in a city so full of good
businesses, neighborhoods,
schools and churches. But I know
in my heart it was largely due to
those beautiful people (as my min-
ister so lovingly calls us all) who

gave their everything to build these

businesses, schools and churches.
1 wonder how I would have felt
that day 15 years ago if we had
made that turn and seen a big Wal-
greens sl.Itnnlg;a there. . .
Peoi e, what can we do?



1O SUBSCRIBE: 242NEWS
Got a news tip?
Call 771-5411

or fax 7716409 o

By JANET H. I.EIHGO
Staff’ Writer

BRENTWOOD — Thwelers
Rest Motor Inn will be torn down‘

50 a Walgreens can be built at the

city’s most prominent northern *

entrance. N
Walgreens officials have ap-
proached city staff and indicated
. that they will build a retail opera-

tion on Franklin Road at Old
Hickory Boulevard. To do that,
the Motor Inn — built in 1954 —
the ERA Pacesetter office at the
comer, the old gas station and
hardware store will all have to go.
Since Travelers Rest and its
surrounding businesses are the
first buildings people see when
they enter Brentwood off Old .
Hickory, making sure the devel-
opment looks good is important
to city officials. Much of the
land that fronts Franklin Road is
actually in Davxdson County —
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Maryland
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Brentwood property
still is listed for sale,

- but will be razed if .

buyer isn't found -

By JANET H. LETHGO
Staff Writer z
- BRENTWOOD— Mary-
land Manor will be demol-
ished within the' next few
months, unless someone else
‘comes up with the money to
buy and move the building or
restore it to a new use,

On’ Monday, Sunrise Con-

filed for a permit to demoli
the empty manor, an 8,624-

. square-foot home that is next
- door to city hall.

Maryland Manor is a sig-
nificant piece of Brentwood's
past because it was the house
and surrounding horse farm
that eventually became the
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