George Peay
Born January 19, 1757 in Carolina County, Virginia
Resided in Guilford County, North Carolina, when he enlisted

Came to Williamson County in 1810
PEAY, GEORGE

Private, North Carolina Militia

$50.00 Annual Allowance

$150.00 Amount Received

Pension started Age 77 (1835 TN Pension Roll)

State of Tennessee ))
Williamson County ))

On this 6th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open court before Thomas Stuart Judge of the fourth Judicial Circuit of the Circuit court of the State of Tennessee now sitting at Franklin George Peay a resident of Williamson County [&] State of Tennessee aged seventy five years the 19th of January last who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of an Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.

That in January or February 1776 I joined the army of the United States as a volunteer in Guilford county North Carolina under Capt. John Leak and Col. James Martin we rendezvoused at Guilford court house and marched thence to Cross-creek where Fayetteville now stands.  This expedition was against the Highland Scotch and tories who had rebelled against the Government.  Gen Caswell having defeated them before we arrived at Cross-creek, we in a day or two returned home and stayed there two weeks there we were called out again to go to Wilmington and where we had marched to Rocky river in Chatham county an express met us stating the British had left Wilmington and hove out of sight we then returned home having been absent these two trips three months.  Col Alexander Martin commanded a regiment of regular troops and we lay at the Cross Roads in Randolph county with his Regiment nearly four weeks during the first trip.
That about the 20th of June 1776 I joined as a volunteer Capt John Leak and Col. James Martin Gen. Griffin Rutherford being our Brigadier General In the county of Roan in the town of Salisbury we rendezvoused and marched thence to the head of the Catawba river near Cathy’s fort which is a place called Pleasant Gardens where we remained near four weeks until Gen. Rutherford and the balance of his army joined us.  We marched thence against the Cherokee Indians across the Blue Ridge and stoped on the Tennessee river in the Cherokee nation where we remained four weeks the Indians having been subdued by the Southern Army commanded by Gen. Williamson we returned home after an absence of about three months and a half, no battle having been fought this expedition.
That about the 20th of June 1778 I joined the company of Capt. John Leak as a volunteer which company belonged to the Regiment called New levies[?] commanded by Cols. Archibald Little [&] Henry Dixon.  We rendezvoused about that time at Guilford Courthouse in Guilford county and our two companies from Guilford one commanded by Capt. Leak the other by Capt. George Hamilton marched thence to David Logan’s, 4 miles from Guilford Courthouse where we lay four weeks until the balance of said Regiment commanded by said Cols. Little [&] Dixon joined us.  We marched thence to Dixon’s ferry on Dan river in Virginia, on our way towards the North, where we met an express which caused us to return into North Carolina our services not being needed in the North.  We marched thence to moon’s creek in Caswell county N. C. where we remained about a month.  At this place I was attached out of Capt. Leak’s company and put into the company of Capt. John Nelson who was a regular officer; after remaining in his company a week or ten days I left the army and went to Henry county Virginia to attend to a land suit which I had there, my brother Elias Peay filling my place in my absence.  When I returned to my father’s in Guilford county N. C. I met my brother who brought me a furlow from Capt. John Nelson until the 14th March 1779.  At the end of which time I received a discharge from Col. James Martin for the whole nine months which discharge I left in N. C. in 1810.  I was in no battle during this campaign because there was none fought Col Little [&] Col Dixon were regular officers.  The legislature of N. C. having passed a law that any man who should volunteer 9 months and serve that time as such should be exonerated for 3 years from military service I having a discharge for that length of time was on the 14th March 1779 exonerated for three years from military duty and was to get 160 acres of land in the Western Country which I never got.  In the last day of May 1779 one company of men was called out from Guilford County to join the army of Gen. Lincoln in South Carolina I entered that company as a substitute for one Mr. Rumity[?] under Capt. John Davis and George Pierce Lieutenant and Robert Moore Ensign.  We marched to about a mile above Guilford Courthouse when I was sent back by Col. Martin to bring up some men who had remained behind before I could catch those men the other part of the army fought the battle at Stono ferry in South Carolina and were defeated and returned home I did not again join them but Capt. Davis gave me a discharge signed by himself for three months tour.  I was in no battle and saw no regular officers this expedition.
Some time in the summer of 1780 I joined the company of Capt. Peter Oneal[?] as substitute for Wm Stubblefield at Guilford courthouse we marched thence 14 miles towards Salisbury when I was sent back by Maj. Thos. Owens to bring up some delinquents and being engaged in preparing them to march for a week or two the battle at which Gen. Gates was defeated was fought and the men discharged.  I did not join the army again and received a discharge for three months tour from Maj. Thos. Owens signed by himself which I left in North Carolina.
Some time in July 1781 I joined the company of Capt. Charles Williams in Pittsylvania county in Virginia as a substitute for Ned Warren said company marched to York town at Gen. Washington’s head quarters where our company joined the Regiment commanded by Col. Thomas Marryweather [&] Maj. Givens and Gen. Edmond Stephens I remained there till the last of the siege of York where Cornwallis was taken.  I received a discharge for three months signed by Col. Thos. Marriweather on the 16th October 1781 which discharge I left with Wm. Herin in Via. to enable him to receive my pay which I never got.
I was born in Carolina county [&] state of Virginia on the 19th January 1757 as appears by a record of my age in a Prayer book which I have present.  I lived in Rockingham county which was taken off the North end of Guilford county North Carolina some time after the war until 1810.  When I left N. C. and removed to Williamson county Tennessee where I have remained ever since.  Giddion Johnson and Robert McClellan [&] Jacob Grimmer are acquainted with me and can testify to my veracity and their belief of my being a soldier of the revolutionary war.
I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declare that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state.  I know of no person who can testify to my services personally as a soldier of the revolution all my companions in arms whom I have known in this country having departed this life and that I have not now any documentary evidence by which I can prove the same.

[signed] G Peay

Sworn to and subscribed in open court ))
6th September 1832 [signed] Preston Hay clk &c ))

We Thomas D. Porter a clergyman residing in the county of Williamson and State of Tennessee and Giddion Johnson Robert McClellan Jacob Grimmer and John Bostick residing in the same county and state hereby certify that we are acquainted with George Peay who has subscribed and sworn to the above declaration that we believe him to be seventy years of age that he is reputed and believed in the neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the Revolution and that we concur in that opinion.
[signed] Tho. D. Porter, John Bostick, Gideon Johnson, Robt McClellan

Sworn to and subscribed in open ))

Court 6th Sept. 1832 [signed] P. Hay clk &c ))

And the said court does hereby declare his opinion after the investigations of the matter, and after putting the interrogatories prescribed by the War department that the above named applicant was a Revolutionary…[end of document]
