[THE SOUTHERN CLAIM OF JAMES JOHNSON]
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8. Commissioners of Claims – Summary Report, date not cited

[ 1 – PETITION ]

CLAIM of James Johnson, Brentwood, William Co., Tenn. for Cord Wood $1096

Filed by Charles O’Neill, Aug. 12, 1872, Washington, D.C.

I hereby authorize Charles O’Neill of Washington, DC as my attorney to represent and prosecute the entire claim to all intents and purposes as fully as I might or could do if 

personally present this Oct. 25, 1871.

          (signed) J.D. Walker, Atty.

UNITED STATES CLAIMS COMMISSION.

Petition of James Johnson

[To the Honorable Commissioners…?]     

The claimant herein shows and avers, upon his own knowledge, that he now resides at Brentwood, in the County of Williamson, and State of Tennessee, that, at the time the claim hereinafter set forth accrued, he resided at Brentwood, in the County of Williamson, and State of Tennessee, and that he was the original owner of said claim, and that he is now the owner thereof, and became such owner upon the following considerations to wit:  [blank]

     That heretofore, on or about the [blank] day of [blank], A.D. 1863, a portion of the United  States Army, known as the Brigade of Colonel Sam McCook, as he was informed and believes encamped on the farm and near the residence of said petitioner, situated Williamson, and in the County of Williamson, in the State aforesaid, and that then and there the following described goods, chattels, and property of the said  [blank],

and the quantity, quality, and value of the said property thus taken or furnished was as follows, to wit:

1862

	166 cords of wood consisting
	
	

	of fence rails at 6# for each
	       996
	00

	50 cords of wood consisting
	
	

	of wood in the tree which
	
	

	was used in the construction of
	
	

	fortifycation [sic] in stockades.
	
	

	units 2# per each
	       100 
	00

	
	
	

	
	   $1096
	00


      And  [blank] that said property was chiefly taken by Col. Sam McCook who 

[blank] then commanding a brigade in the military service of the United States, and [blank] stationed at Brentwood, Tenn.  And that General Gordon Granger was then in command of the United States forces in the district in which said property was taken, and the said property was taken for the use of the following military organizations, to wit:

       The troops at the time stationed in Military District of Nashville.

and that no voucher, or receipt, or writing, was given for the same; and that [blank]

     And the claimant alleges that all said property was taken and appropriated by the said troops of the United States Army, at the time and place aforesaid; and that said property 

was then and there of the value carried out as to each item of the same herein, and that no compensation has ever been made therefore.

     That this claim has not been presented before to any Department of the United States Government for payment.

          And the claimant avers that he is a citizen of the United States, and has been since A.D. 1810; and that he has always remained a loyal adherent to the cause and  government of the United States during the war, and at all times before, at the time of, and since the taking or furnishing of the property for which he now makes claim.

     Wherefore the claimant asks that there shall be allowed and paid him by the United States the sum of One thousand and Ninety-Six dollars.

     That J.D. Walker of Nashville, Tenn., is hereby authorized and empowered to act as an attorney for the claimant in the prosecution of this claim before Congress, or the Departments, and he is hereby granted a lien thereon for his fees heretofore agreed upon.

                                                       [signed]  James Johnston [sic]

                                                                                              Claimant.

 Post Office Address of Claimant:  Brentwood, Tennessee

STATE OF Tennessee…..

County of Davidson…….

   Personally appeared before the undersigned authority, James Johnson, who 

being duly sworn,  deposes and says that he is the petitioner named in the foregoing petition , and who signed the same; that the matters therein stated are true of deponent’s own knowledge, except as to those matters which are stated on information and belief, and, as to those matters, he believes them to be true.

     And deponent further says that he did not voluntarily serve in the Confederate Army or Navy, either as an officer, soldier, or in any other capacity, at any time during the late rebellion; that he never voluntarily furnished any stores, supplies, or other material aid , to said Confederate Army or Navy, or to the Confederate Government, or to any officer, 

department, or adherent of the same, in support thereof’; and that he never voluntarily accepted or exercised the functions of any office whatsoever under or yielded voluntary support to the said Confederate Government.

                                                               [signed]  James Johnston [sic]


Sworn and subscribed before me this 25th day of October A.D. 1871






C.H. Eastman, D.C.






Clerk County Court Davidson County

Name and residence of witnesses to prove loyalty:


Robert Mayfield


Brentwood, Tenn.


James Hall (Dec’d)


Brentwood, Tenn.


D.B. Cliffe



Franklin, Tenn.

Name and residence of witnesses to prove the other facts alleged in the petition:


Denny P. Hadley, Senior  

Brentwood Tenn.


Thos. J. Moulton


Brentwood, Tenn.


D. P. Hadley, Junior


Brentwood, Tenn.


W.A. Davis [?]


Brentwood, Tenn.

[ 2 - STATEMENT OF JAMES JOHNSON ]
No. 1

Franklin, Tenn.  March 7th, 1873.

Statement of James Johnson of Williamson County, Tenn., in relation to his loyalty to the U.S. during the late Rebellion.   


I could not take an oath that I was opposed to the measures of the Southern people at the Confederacy during the war.  


I could not in truth state that I was in favor of the measures of the Federal Government for the suppression of the Rebellion.  Neither could I say that I desired the success of the Federal Army and the defeat of the Southern Army.  I remained at home during the war and was badly treated by the armies.  I have several claims on file against the U.S. Government, but I could not make oath that I was opposed to the measures of my Southern people for all the claims I have.


The claimant being unwell, I did not press him to obtain his signature.



 [signed] J.E. Stevens,  Q.M. Agent

[ 3 – STATEMENT OF THOMAS J. MOULTON ]
No. 2

Statement of Thos. J. Moulton in reference to the claim of James Johnson.  

I lived on an adjoining farm to that of Jas. Johnson during the war.   I know that the federal authorities cut some wood on his farm during the early part of the war, but what quantity was taken I am unable to state.  I did not count stumps or trees and made no measurement of the fencing.  I only know the general facts, that the army camped on the claimant’s farm and were there from time to time for several weeks during the war, and that a stockade or fortifications was built and perhaps a bridge from the timber cut in his neighborhood.  I could not state that I regarded Mr. James Johnson as a loyal citizen and a man opposed to the measures of the Confederacy.  I could not state that I believed him to be a man in favor of the measures of the Federal Govt. for the suppression of the Rebellion.  I did not so regard him; he is a brother-in- law of mine by marriage.

Witness to the signature



                                                     [signed]  Thos. J. Moulton

Witness to the signature

[signed]  D.E. Stevens

[ 4 – STATEMENT OF ANDREW J. REED ]

No. 3

Franklin Williamson Co., Tenn.  -  March 7th, 1873


Statement of Andrew J. Reed in relation to the loyalty of James Johnson of Williamson County, Tenn.


I knew James Johnson and knew him all the time during the war, and I lived within one half mile of his Plantation.   Mr. Johnson was Southern in his sentiments during the war and so expressed himself.  He owned about forty slaves, lost heavily in Quartermaster and Commissary Stores during the war.   He was a disloyal citizen and in my opinion never claimed to be otherwise.  He would be just about as much entitled to recover pay for his stores as Jefferson Davis would on the merits of his loyalty.   The above is the sum and substance of the statement made to me by A.J. Reed  neighbor of James Johnson when asked whether or not Mr. James Johnson was regarded a loyal citizen during the war.



               [signed]  J.E. Stevens, 





       Quartermaster Agent

[ 5 - STATEMENT OF A.W. MOSS ]
Statement of Ass’t Assessor of Internal Revenue, 5th Dist., Tenn., A. W. Moss, March 7th, 1873 in relation to Loyalty of James Johnson, Williamson Co., Tenn.

United States Internal Revenue

Ass’t Assessor’s Office, 5th District, Tennessee

Franklin, Tenn., March 7th, 1873.

To whom it may concern


This is to certify that although I was absent from home during the latter part of the year 1862 and nearly all the year 1873 [sic], I claimed to be a resident of Williamson County, Tenn., and that I eagerly inquired from time to time in regard to the political bias of my county people by which I got a general impression, in regard to the loyalty (especially) and disloyalty of many and that the impression thus made upon my mind, was not in favor of James Johnson loyalty to the Government of the United States , but the reverse, both in regard to the time above specified and subsequent years.  









[signed]  A.W. Moss









Asst. Assessor

[ 6 -
REPORT FROM QUARTERMASTER AGENT ]

Nashville, Tenn.  March 25th 1873

Lieut. Col. James A Ekin

Dep. Quartermaster Gen’l U.S.A. and Chief  Quartermaster

Mil. Div. South Louisville, Ky.

Colonel,


I have the honor herewith to return the claim and papers in the case of James Johnson of Williamson County, Tenn. for $1,096.00 and respectfully submit the following report from an interview with claimant and his neighbors whose statements are herewith enclosed numbering from 1 to 4.  I report claimant as having been regarded Disloyal to U.S. during the war and not entitled to recover pay under the act of July 4th, 1864 for stores taken and used in the suppression of the Rebellion.  


Very Respectfully Your Obedient-Servant

[signed]   J.E. Stevens

Q.M. Agent

(In duplicate)

[ 7 - REPORT FROM CHIEF QUARTERMASTER ]
No. 9173  James Johnson

Williamson Co.,  Tenn.

Q & M Dept. the South, Louisville, KY, March 28, 1873.  

Recommends that the claim be rejected on account of the Disloyalty of claimant.

Headquarters Dept. of the South 

Office  Chief Quartermaster

Louisville, KY  March 25, 1873

To the Quartermaster General 

Washington, D.C.

Sir:


The claim of James Johnson of Williamson County, Tenn., is herewith respectfully returned to the Quartermaster General U.S. Army with attention [----?]

to the enclosed report of the Agent sent to investigate said claim.  


It is respectfully recommended this claim be rejected on account of the Disloyalty of  the said claimant, James Johnson.





Very Respectfully,





  Your Obd. (obedient) Servant,






James A. Ekin 






Deputy to the General






Chief Quartermaster

[ 8 - COMMISSIONERS OF CLAIMS – SUMMARY REPORT ]

Act March 3d, 1871

No. 9173

CLAIM of James Johnson of Williamson Co.,  State of Tennessee

Amount Allowed   $    -0-

SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS

No. 9173

The Claim of James Johnson of Williamson County, in the State of Tennessee

	No. of Items
	Nature of Claim
	Amount Claimed
	Amount Allowed
	Amount Disallowed

	
	Wood
	1096.00
	
	1096.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


REMARKS

No testimony has been taken in this case on the part of the claimant.  From papers sent to us from the War Dept. it appears that Mr. Johnson’s loyalty was investigated by an agent of the Qr. Mr. Gen. and he was reported disloyal.


The claim is disallowed.

                                                                                            Commissioners of  

         


[signed]   A.O. Aldis                        Claims





     O. Ferriss

